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Dear Friends: 

One year has elapsed since the last issue of this newsletter arrived in your 
mailboxes. The lack, or rather loss of three quarterly issues has been due 
to an illness experienced by your editor. Needless to say things seem to 
be finally improving and I will return to a regular publication schedule. Un¬ 
fortunately due to the setbacks during the past year, I will not be able to 
attend our annual meeting on August 25, 1990. Instead, I will look forward 
to the ramblings of this forthcoming breakfast meeting and the prospects 
of Chicago in 1991. 


OUR 30th ANNIVERSARY! 

1990 is a very special Rittenhouse celebration year! This month the 
Rittenhouse Society will observe and celebrate (have an O.J. for me!) it's 
30th Anniversary! Not withstanding this extraordinary Society celebration, 
1990 also marks the Tricentennial of Papermaking in America. 


Sheraton Seattle 
Seattle, Washington 

Saturday, August 25, 1990 
8 o'cCoctf in the morning 

“Butch Treat" Breakfast 
Spouses are Welcome! 


We unit meet in tfie Sheraton SfoteC Lobby at 7:45 WM 

: . JJ 

Address Correspondence to: 

Craig A. Whitford, Secretary 
The Rittenhouse Society 
P.O. Box 14225 
Lansing, Michigan 48901-4225 
Tel: 517/482-8374 


In commemoration of our 30th Anniversary, it is only appropriate to include 
within the pages of this newsletter the minutes of the very first meeting 
of the Rittenhouse Society held on August 26, 1960. I have also taken the 
liberty of including the minutes of the second meeting of the Society for 
a memorable trip back in time. For those members able to attend the 30th 
Anniversary meeting of the Society, a special Rittenhouse memento will 
be distributed at the meeting. 

300 YEARS OF AMERICAN PAPERMAKING 

In 1690, William Rittenhouse, the great grandfather of our Society name¬ 
sake, founded the first papermill in the United States. As a memento of 
this celebration I have included a postal card released by the United States 
Postal Service commemorating the 300th Anniversary of the Rittenhouse 
mill. 

On October 11-14, 1990 the Friends of the Dard Hunter Paper Museum 
(FDHPM) will celebrate “300 Years of Papermaking History” with their 
annual meeting in Pennsylvania. Yours truly will be in attendance at this 
meeting. A keynote lecture on William Rittenhouse will be presented on 
Thursday, October 11, 1990, by Mr. Henk Voom. On Friday, October 12, 
1990, the FDHPM will tour the RittenhouseTown Complex and enjoy an 
exhibit on the “Rittenhouse Mill and the Beginnings of Papermaking in 
America.” Numerous other exhibits and lectures are planned for this 
historical Rittenhouse weekend. In the next issue of this newsletter I will 
provide you with a recap of the FDHPM annual meeting. 

Until the next issue, enjoy this year of Rittenhouse 
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Pittsburgh, Penna. 
August 12, 1989 


The Rittenhouse Society 

The 1989 annual meeting of the Rittenhouse Society was held in conjunction with the 98th annual 
ANA convention in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Members present at the Saturday morning breakfast 
were: Ken Bressett, Walter Breen, Q. David Bowers, Grover Criswell, R.W. Julian, Eric P. 
Newman, Margo Russell, Hank Spangenberger and Craig Whitford. Invited guests were: Bert 
Bressett, Christine Bowers, Marilyn Fivaz (sitting in for Bill), Michael Hodder and Neil Shafer. 

Breakfast was provided through the courtesy of Bowers & Merena Galleries. (Many Thanks, 
Dave!) 

It was agreed by all present that Michael Hodder and Neil Shafer be accepted into Society mem¬ 
bership. The proposed membership of Mark Auerbach was tabled until the 1990 meeting of the 
Society. 

Old Business items: 1) A proposed membership badge — discussion to continue.... 

2) Historical Items in the Society archives will be reproduced in 
future issues of the Society newsletter. 

Numerous issues and topics were discussed by those in attendance with the meeting informally 
adjourned at 9:30 am. 


Letters Received 

Q. David Bowers writes....”After reflecting upon the coziness of our traditional break¬ 
fast meetings, I feel at least for the present, that the Rittenhouse Society should con¬ 
tinue in the form of an informal organization without dues or regulations. On the 
subject of new membership, if we were to let anyone else become a member, or if we 
were to let more than one or two others become a member, we would no longer be 
able to have breakfast as a group. It seems to me that the Colonial Newsletter Foun¬ 
dation, Early American Coppers Club, the American Numismatic Association, the 
Numismatic Bibliomania Society, and numerous others groups have awards, rules, 
dues, formal meetings, etc., and perhaps those organizations should furnish the outlet 
for any Rittenhouse Society members who want to do more than we are now doing. 

Of course, this is just my opinion, and the opinion of others may differ.” 

Editor's Note: If you have any comments or suggestions, please forward them to me 
for publication. 






American Papermaking 
1690-1990 



In 1690 near Germantown, Pennsylvania, William Rittenhouse established the 
first paper mill in the United States. 


The first Rittenhouse mill, built in 1690, was swept away by a spring flood 
in 1700. A new mill was soon under construction, only later to be destroyed 
by fire. A third mill was then built which stood until the 1890’s. 

On March 13, 1990 the United States Postal Service released the above postal 
card depicting the Rittenhouse mill as it looked circa 1770. To the left of the 
image appears descriptive text relating to the mill as well as a reproduction 
of the watermark used on the first paper produced in the United States. 

Today, in a community known as RittenhouseTown, several houses in which 
the Rittenhouse families lived remain, as well as other houses which were built 
around the mill. Some of these houses are open for tours. 














RITTENHOUSE SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 


-November 15, 1960- 


The first meeting of the Rittenhouse Society was held August 26, I960 at the 
American Numismatic Association convention in the Statler-Hilton Hotel in Boston 
Massachusetts., Present at this organizational meeting were: 


Q, David Bowers 
Binghamton, N.Y. 

Walter H. Breen 
New York, N.Y. 

Kenneth Bressett 
Racine,Wisconsin 

Grover C, Criswell 
St.Petersburg Beach,Fla. 


Dr. George Fuld 
Baltimore, Md. 

D, Wayne Johnson 
Sidney, Ohio 

Kenneth W> Rendell 
Medford, Mass, 


At the meeting Walter Breen presented the "charter” originally proposed for 
•A e Rittenhouse Society several years ago. This contained several suggestions 
or the society's name, including the adopted Rittenhouse Society , After review¬ 
ing other proposals in the old charter the members decided that many of the idea 
(age requirements for members, for example) were obsolete and needed revision. 

n .'late of officers for 1960-1961 was nominated and voted on. Elected were: 

■>: David Bowers, president; Walter H. Breen, vice president and D, Wayne Johnson 
secretary-treasurer. All of the members present contributed $1.00 each to give 
the treasury a beginning. 


Before we convene again it would be advantageous to have some of the ground- 
woriv completed. A number of the ideas, requirements and policies already discus¬ 
sed or to be decided upon are enumerated below. Sometime during the next month 
take an hour or so and write your comments and suggestions for each of the items 
listed. Also mention any new ideas or suggestions that have been overlooked. 

Mail your comments to: Q. David Bowers; c/o Bowers Coin Co.,Inc.; 70 Court St.; 
Binghamton, N.Y, The combined results of all the comments received will be then 
printed and distributed to the members for voting or further discussion. 

1. Purpose of the Rittenhouse Society - It was agreed that the general purpos 
of the R.S. is to be the encouragement and recognition of numismatic research an 
knowledge. 

2. Membership age requirements - Should a limitation be placed on age? Pre¬ 
vious ly^Ts^l!ss^w^reiE , e — po?sTbili ties tfcat the age be limited to 30 , 35 or 
4.0 years with an honorary membership for older persons. It was noted that such 
requirements would exclude a number of qualified and worthy people fcom member¬ 
ship. What about active R.S. members as they cross the age barrier? 

3. Admission requirements - What should the admission requirements be? Inten 
se and knowledgeable interest in numismatics? The publication of numismatic arti 
cles and books? This is one of our most important problems. 
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4.0 Method of admission - Should admission or consideration be by application 
or by invitation? Should the R,S, be an honorary society or should, it assume a 
more active status, 

5, Size of membership - Should the membership be limited to just a few member- 
or shouTa It comprise possibly one hundred or more members? How should membership: 
inquiries be processed? Your president has received two or three inquiries from 
various people inquiring about the R,S, Other members report that they also have 
been asked about the R,S„ 

60 Meeting dates - One meeting will be held annually at the convention of the 
American Numismatic Association, At this 9 the main meeting, the election of offi 
eers will take place. There are a number of possibilities for additional meeting- 
e,g„ conventions of M,A,N,A,, NoE,N<,A, or CoSoNaS, When would you be available 
for additional meetings? K^iit constitutes a quorum for an official meeting? 

7, Em blems, cards- etc, - Should the R,S„ have a seal or insignia 5 If so, how 
can it be made relevanf“To Dr David Rittenhouse or the first U,S, mint 5 Did 
Dr, Rittenhouse have a distinctive crest or bookplate that could furnish some 
suggestions?,,: , ,,, D, Wayne Johnson agreed to furnish R,S, members with pocket 
identification cards. 


' Sh ould the R,S, publish? - Should the R,S, undertake t 3 publish research 
. :ks and articles of ite memoers? If so, how would such publications be finan¬ 
ced and distributed^ The American Numismatic Society presently publishes mono¬ 
graphs of members, Shoould vx follow their example? A number of persons have ex¬ 
pressed dissatisfaction with the AJ.S, format,,,.Speaking of the A,N.S.^would 
'.e A, X 5 be displeased with the R,S, ! s somewhat similar purposes? How would ih 
IS, differ from the A,N,S, 5 


9o Initiation fees - It has been suggested that an initiation fee of $25 to 
$100 be charged new members. These amounts are similar to initiation fees chargee 
by other groups and societies of similar composition. If the public image of the 
R,S„ were satisfactory, membership would be regarded as an honor and a distinct¬ 
ion and the initiation fee would not be an objection. What do you think? 

10, Dues - Yearly dues should be collected from all members to finance cor¬ 
respondence, stationery, etc. An amount of $2 fo $5 per year would seem to be 
reasonable. Extra expenses at the beginning could be financed by donations or 
assessments. The paying of yearly dues by members would keep us posted on which 
members were stiii interested in the R,S, Inactive or disinterested members 
would be dropped for non-payment of dues, 

11, Awards - The presentation of a Rittenhouse Society Award at the annual 
A,N,A, convention was discussed and met with appnpval. Such award would be made 
to the convention exhibit displaying the most research or the most scientific 
presentation. Perhaps awards should be made also to the article and book of the 
year displaying the most original research 

12, Scope of R ,S, interests - Should the R,S„ be limited to those interested 
in American material,. 0 U,S» coins, tokens, paper money ; colonials, etc,? Should 
Canadian oe included? 

P 6 ? 6 are just a few of the tilings needing discussion. You will undoubtedly 
think of many more. Write your suggestions at your earliest conveniere. Let’s 
fully activate the Rittenhouse Society, 










RITTENHOUSE SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 
August, 1961 


The second annual meeting of the Rittenhouse Society was held on 
Saturday, August 19, 1961, on the veranda of the Biltmore Hotel in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

Present were: Dr. George G. Fuld; Eric P. Newman; Walter H. Breen; 
Kenneth Bressett; D. Wayne Johnson; Q. David Bowers. Grover Criswell 
was absent. 

By unanimous agreement the previous age requirements for Rittenhouse 
Society membership were dropped. There are now no specific age require¬ 
ments . 

Eric P. Newman, in recognition of his many outstanding contributions 
in the field of numismatic research, was made our first honorary member. 
Mr. Newman's revealing speech on the history of the 1804 silver dollar was 
the most outstanding event of the A.N.A. convention. 

After general discussion Lynn Glaser of Lafayette Hill, Penna. was 
approved for membership. Mr. Glaser's contributions to numismatics have 
included the publication of the Metropolitan Numismatic Journal, research 
into the history of several specific United States coins including the 1804 
dollar, authorship of numerous articles appearing in the Numismatic 
Scrapbook Magazine and the authorship of a question and answer column 
for the Numismatic News. On August 23, 1961 , D. Wayne Johnson informed 
Mr. Glaser by letter of his election to membership. 

Kenneth W. Rendell's resignation from membership was accepted. 

The specific aims of the Rittenhouse Society were discussed. The pos¬ 
sibility of the presentation of a yearly medal for outstanding contributions 
to numismatic research was considered. No specific proposal was made. 

Kenneth Bressett advanced the idea of publishing a reprint of Crosby's 
Early Coins of America interleaved with corrections and additions. A 
number of the members considered this to be impractical due to the extent 
of the proposed revisions. 

The publication of a periodic newsletter was discussed. David Bowers 
agreed to undertake the composition and printing of the newsletter. 

Each member will send a monthly report of his numismatic activities to: 

Q. David Bowers; Empire Coin Company, Inc.; O'Neil Building, Binghamton, 
New York. These individual reports will form the basis of the monthly 
newsletter informing each member of every other member's activities. 

* * * 

We would like to hear from every member before September J'Sth. We 
will then have another newsletter ready by the month's end. 

During the past year our members have been busy: 

Grover Criswell with the preparation and printing of his new volume on 
Confederate bonds. 

Dick Johnson with the editorship of the Coin World which now reports a 
paid circulation of 72,000 copies. The Coin World has printed many 
articles by our members in past months. 

Ken Bressett with his duties at Whitman Publishing Company and the 
writing of monographs, including Hawaiian and Alaskan coins. 

George Fuld must spend all of his time with coins judging from his 
many, many detailed articles on tokens and medals. 

Walter Breen has taken some time out from his studies at Berkeley 
to write several articles for the Numismatic Scrapbook lylagazing 
Metropolitan Numismatic Journal and others. 









